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PSALM Clin I. 


Behold, how good and how plea- 


ſant it is for Brethren to dwell 
— in Unity. 


OD, who in Wiſdom made the World, 
has given all 2 fuch a Conne- 


tion to, and one 
another, that the l the U- 


Harmony of all its Parts. Thete is a Wei 
and Meaſure in all which determine 
their mutual Proportion and Relation ; and 


whilft They arc ordered and directed according 
to them, are in Harmony. or at Unity; 
and a bappy Effect, and beneficial Inflacace a- 


rife from it. 


So that Vaity is a 200d and h Fhing, 


cven in the Wis al i: Fer 2h 
A 


Creation. 
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Creation. And what is thus i t in the- 
nature} World, is as uſeful in the intellectual 
World 4 Minds of Men * 
to promote the Happineſs and Welfare of thei 
Lives, be drewn. into a ſuitable Temper and 
| ion to one another by the Cords of 4 
Mas; as the Parts of the natural World are 


It is indeed a Point ſomewhat difficule, to 
take a true Eſtimate of our own and other 
s Spirits; and to lay dawn Rules, by 


Li 7 [y; the Comfort of our Lives, 
and our Welfare in the World are promoted 
"it; and whenever we break the Bond of 


Diviſions, We experimentally know and feel, 
that we bring upon our ſelves many Evils. 
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| But 1 do not defign to ſpend the Time in 
Reſlections upon the Effects of Unity 
in general; I ſhall beg leave to ſpeak fome- 
what more particularly to our own Condi- 
tion, and to offer, what I have to fay, in 


the following Method. 


Firſt, I ſhall obſerve how good and joyful, 
or how uſeful and beneficial a Thing it would 
be, for Us Brethren to live at Unity. 


Secondly, 1 ſhall confider, whence it has 
come to paſs, that there have been ſuch Dif- 


| ferences and Diſagreements amongſt us. 


And in the laft Place I ſhall enquire by 
vin Miced & nt iS 
at Unity. 


Firſt, Let me obſerve, how happy and be- 
neficial a Thing it would be 2 UE 
live at Unity. It has certainly been very unſor- 
tunate, that Me the Miniſters of the Goſpel have, 
for fo long a Time, not been in a Condition to 
Peace and Unity to our Chriſtian Bre- 
thren, without juſtly fearing that ſevere Reply 
from Them, Phyſicrans cure your ſetves ; but ſo 
it is; if we look into the Diviſions ef the Times, 
there muſt appear again ſt us, the Contradictions, 
the Diſputes, and the Accuſations, which we 
| A 2 have 
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are ſmitten 
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| Whilſt che Shepherds of Igel 


will 


if We could 


es railed 
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Diſput 


che Natural Fruits 


and Unity being 


Recontmended 16 the ERNST 5 
The 


many Miſchiefs of ou Dimon 
be ſeen in a few Particulars; The U 
and the Dangers of a divided Charch, > 
LAT that ariſes from all our 

to true R are 1 
and fince Peace and wy 7 
ſerv Our of Them, mia an be more ples 
fant or beneficial to us? 


r Children ; and if our Fern- 
| be fo too, we ſhould enjo 
of the Ha 
Det of the n 
er, and ' Fears , Envy 
have had 

Fopen to our Be a Sie" if Face, 
C Love, and Frienalllip. Harms. 
y and Gaad-· will; and being Fellows labourers 
in the fame Goſpel, labour in it as Men of one 


wifes, 7, 
zature, that We 


Heart and one Soul, what would the returning 
into ſuch a State as This be (after the many 
Vears Ruffles that are gone thro' with,) but 
what St. Pan calls the Reconciling of the 
ews to the Goſpel, even Life from the Dead? 


1 
bu 

| Secondly, It would give the trucſt Safety to 
our Church. If We examine our Conſtitution, 


qualified 
ingdom: and if this be true, let 
us hut conſider the Purity of our Faith, and the 
Learning and Labours of our Fathers and Bre- 


happieſt Opportunities of 
penſe wiſely the 

is committed to us; and We have had t — 
tection and 


the Sous of Wiſdom und aft 0% to t 
their Credit with the World: We may 
Advantages.in our Hands, 'and yer de- 
the Force of them by unhappy*-manage- 
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more the Intereſt of true Religion. 115 


„Minds above the Follies of 
sto the Hope and Nuuſuit 
«< which the Son 
« and doing the Work of the Powers of Dark- 
«neſs: kading Men into the dry 
Vork of making Parties, and ſer 
Opinions, and at the fame Time 
flacher in the great Duties, which were 
« by defign'd by the Chriſtus DoGrine. 
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Ge — Men. as to 
op ather in 777 yin 


Heads and Hearts another W 
bur that the 
Sr 
portunity to /ow their Tares in our Fields? 
Chriſtianity cannot be made «Sword an Earth, 
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and yer find nothing but infinite Diſpute and 
cligions of the Hea- 
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4 Cicero 6 Vid. Lib. de Senectute. „ Tuſculan. Que. L 1. 
d. Deuter. XXII. 29. | 
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very ſharp Controverſy 
I think, give Inſtances in many Points, 
I ſhall chooſe a political one, becauſe if 

of this fort, how 


1185 


21 
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Tier — 
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| A : but We Britons 
of Better Thi 


to fave our Selves, our Liberties and Re- 
ion; and the Oppoſers of 
This, in their ſtricteſt Meaſures of Obedience, 


Right 
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14 
how thin is the Partition? how inconfiderable 


the DiftinQion ? but yet how wide have been 
our Differences ? how great our Diviſions for 
2 — 
U e en unite, and form 
many Schemes for our Comfort and Welfare; 
bur in this manner, a conſuſion does often ariſe, 
and We become divided, not ſo much from any 
real in the Matter, We are aiming ar, 
as from our different of ir, cauſ· 

us not to reliſh it when we have ir, unleſs 
whe i her i nr on Mod, 


influence of our Paſſions. 
| Were We duly to free our ſelves from the 
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The Third and Loft Point to be confidered; 
was how and by what Means we may obtain. 
an Unity. 


in Re- 
our Na- 
have 
nor 


many Differences in Things; but God 
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therefore gives us 4 Spirit of Diviſion: We 
have a Principle in our Power ſufficient for 
this Infirmity to mem: 9 he that 
| iſe ff : We may differ in our No. 
if we pleaſe, love and 


et we may pre 
peri, by the Bond of 


Minds of Diſpu- 
ratious Men 


to be hoped for, for wiſe and good Heathens 
have attain'd to it. Cicero. ſpeaking ſomewhere 
of a Difference of Opinion between himſelf and 


* 


and peradventure 


and reſolve not to become Enemies % one 4 
nother by the Way. Or if we find it the pe- 
culiar U ines of our Tempers, not to be 
thus minded; then how ought We to con- 
ſider that We are not fit for Controverly, nor 
Controverſy and expedient for Us ? And — 
pon k 
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and We may, if We aide our Con- 
* which the 

poſtle took to end the Diviſions of the Church of 
Corinth, by determining not to know a I. 
fave Jeſus Chrift and Him crucified; I mean, 
by determining to beſtow Our Pains upon no 
other Points than thoſe neceſſary Traths of the 
Chriſtian Religion, which We muſt teach 
Thoſe that are under our Care, in order to 
Their being ſaved. 2 


that lye out of our Province? We may tal 
Heed to thoſe little Flocks, over which the 
Heoly-Ghoſt has made us Overſeers; We may 
be inflant with them is Seaſon and out of 
Seaſon to inſtruct them in their Duties; We 
may charge them to maintain all 
—_ are profitable to them: 
In a Word, We may make ny. C0 
prepared for the Lord; and for io doing, ſe- 
cure to our Selves, _ the chief Shepherd 
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y Factions 
rejudices, Paſſions, and 
if any of Theſe ſhould 1 * 
they would be intolerable; aud the ey W 
to Peace and Unity 
Our Proſeſſion ſets Us on ax Hill, and Our Beha- 
viour cannot be bid; As We are Examples to 
our Flocks, fo Our Govemours have thought 


eo = bole Order. And ho 

on the w Or Ww 
have rt! Enemics of the Truth | d, becauſe 
that bold nbe 


1 te ht 
cauſe of the Houſt of the Lord our God; 
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